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James Arnold and Alexander Falconbridge, ships doctors  
Two doctors that provided evidence to Thomas Clarkson 
James Arnold 

(interview with doctor) (Bristol)
Slave ships often carry doctors, the slave traders do not want profits to drop because of too many deaths. Doctors also advise the captains which captives on the African coast were the most healthy to buy. On my last voyage there was a slave uprising that was eventually stopped. 

Extracts from James Arnold’s diary

(written whilst on board a slave ship)
I saw slaves flogged and tortured. Our captain kidnapped and enslaved African traders who came on board to sell ivory. 

Alexander Falconbridge 

(doctor interviewed in Bristol)
The slaves lie on bare planks. The surgeon, upon going between decks, in the morning, to examine the situation, frequently finds several dead. These dead slaves are thrown to the sharks.

It often happens that those who are placed at a distance from the latrine buckets, in trying to get to them, tumble over their companions, as a result of being shackled. This situation is added to by the tubs being too small and only emptied once every day. 
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